
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE EDITOR   

 The trip to North Bend/Coos Bay, Oregon. 
I know this doesnõt have anything to do with 
driving an MG to Oregon and back, but as the 
Editor <grins> I have Carte Blanche.  Chris and I 
decided to go see our daughters who live there.  
We considered taking a train again and since our 

last visit prices went up  sky rocketed to around $2000.00 per 
person.  We also considered flying but only one flight goes into 
the airport on a daily and that one flight is very costly.  If we 
flew into Portland or Eugene and rented a car, bingo, another 
expensive cost.  Also, the re is the fact that every airline thinks 
Chris is a terrorist and they give her the workover.  We decided 
to drive and enjoy the scenery and spare Chris the misery.  

First thing I did was buy a Garmin GPS for the trip. I had 
used a Tom-Tom GPS in the past and thought I would try the 
Garmin this time.  The Garman led us astray on two different 
occasions. It took us off the Interstate in Peoria, IL and Ogden, 
UT for no apparent reason then put us back on the Interstate 
after taking us right through the center of the towns.  We hit 
all the traff ic l ights and city traffic we  were expecting to by -
pass.  I gave my oldest daughter the Garman GPS with a smile 
on my face (snicker) and bought a Tom-Tom for the trip home 
which worked flawlessly.   

With a round trip of around 4,950 miles and 10 days on 
the road we did see a lot of scenery.  Iowa, Nebraska and 
Wyoming were a bit sparse for scenery but still interesting.  It 
was birthing season in Wyoming and we saw several Pronghorn 
Antelope with fawn s alongside the highway.  Several rest stops 
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had Prairie Dogs greeting us.  And we did catch sight of the 
stray coyote and herds of beef scattered about the lands.   

If you have never visited the Oregon Coast you should 
put that on your bucket list.  The views of the coastline are 
breathtaking.  The  economy along the coast is not that great 
anymore.  This was the main reason I went back on active 
duty when the lumber mills were starting to close.  It was 
heartbreaking to leave Oregon , but a person must support 
his family.  The visit with the girls wa s great and spent some 
time with my Grandson as well.  Ate lots of great seafood 
which the area is famous for.  On the way home, we stopped 
off to see the Spruce Goose built by Howard Hughes and 
drove up the Columbia 
River Gorge. Once again, 
the scenery was super.  
It was a long trip and not 
sure if I would do it 
again.  In the fall, we are 
driving to New 
Hampshire to see my Son 
and his wife and two 
Granddaughters.  Road 
trip!  Share your experiences with the other members as 
well.  Send me a story about yo ur trip.  -  Tim Macsay 
___________________________________________________ 

 
Hoosier MGs Tribute to Jeff Follendorf  

 
     As everyone is by 

now aware, the Hoosier MGs lost one of its finest 
examples of both a devoted MG enthusiast, and a true 
gentleman.  Jeff Follendorf passed away 
unexpectedly not long after att ending the GOF 
Central in Akron in July.   
     For his service in Columbus on July 1st, Sharon had 
asked that any Hoosier MG members attending should 
bring their MG to join in a processional drive from the 
funeral home to St. Peters church  in tribute to Jeff .  
The Indiana MG community responded with not only a 

large showing at the funeral (and also at the visitation 
the night before), but also with 9 MGs.  The 
processional was led by Jeffõs MGA and his Corvette, 
followed by the MGs, and an equal number of Corvettes 
from Jeffõs Corvette Club.   
     The Hoosier MGs will miss Jeffõs devotion to MGs, 
his ready smile, and his always pleasant presence at 
club events.  ð Bill Gallihugh  
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QljėCloaĄpėJDėJfadbq 
Greetings all:  I 

thought I was going to 
write some technical story 
about carburetor options 
for MG Midgets.  Then I 
came to my senses and 

decided to write a personal story 
concerning my 1975 MG Midget 1500.  

On a cold day in December 1975 I 
walked into Cloverleaf Motors in New 
Haven, Indiana, just east of Fort Wayne.  
This had been my second visit to 
Cloverleaf motors, but, this time before I 
left I had purchased a Tahiti Blue MG 
Midget.  I was so proud driv ing away from 
the dealership you could have seen my 
smile miles away.  Of course, I was only 
20 years old at the 
time and could easily 
slide in and out of the 
car with the top up or 
down.  I drove that car 
as a daily driver for a 
good two years.  As 
with a ny MG it had 
some small issues, but 
I really donõt think 
MGõs like the northern Indiana weather, 
especially winters.  Eventually, the small 
issues became larger and I felt compelled 
to rebuild the engine.  Together, with a 
college friend, we set about the task of 
removing the engine from the vehicle.  
We took off enough parts and removed 
the necessary bolts that hold the engine 
to the transmission and hoisted the 
engine out.  I thought we did a good job, 
but later learned that we forgot to put 
the thrust wa shers back in.  Because of 
the forgotten parts, it didnõt take long for 
the MG to need some additional 
attention. (additional attention by an 
experienced mechanic).   

With a proper fix completed, by 
that experienced mechanic, I cruised into 
a Burger King in Hamilton, Indiana, on a 
night time run.  There was this girl who 

worked there that asked, òWho owns that 
little blue car?ó  Well that started it all.  
She has been my wife for the past 35 
years.   

The car continued to get older and 
I gave it to another m echanic who put 
some performance enhancing parts on it.  
One of those parts happened to be a side 
draft Weber carburetor.  Believe me, 
when I got it back, it ran great.  I 
continued to drive the Midget as my main 
transportation.  I found out that a two 
seater does not lend itself nicely to a 
family with two kids, so one day I put it 
in the garage and did not drive it the next 
day.  Then it was a few days more, that 
turned into a few weeks, which later 

turned into months 
and then years.  
Sometimes, you donõt 
realize that when you 
put your car in the 
garage, it might not 
reappear on the road 
for 31 years.  And that 
is what happened to 
me and my Midget.   

A few years ago, my Father-in-
Law, who recently turned 85, said he had 
seen an article in a local newspaper  about 
MGõs and it reminded him about me and 
my òbuggyó (meaning my Midget).  He 
said that the one regret he had was never 
getting to ride in my Midget when I was 
dating his daughter.  This prompted the 
need to get it running again so I could give 
him a ri de.  I started tinkering with it 
beginning with the basics.  I put in new 
plugs, new wires, changed the oil, pulled 
the radiator off and had it tested to be 
sure it would hold pressure.  I put on a 
new alternator, a new brake master 
cylinder and slave cyli nder for the clutch.  
I tried and tried to reuse the gas tank, but 
finally gave it up and installed a new gas 
tank including new fuel lines.  I took off 
the wonderful Weber carburetor and 
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cleaned it (3 times).  Finally, one late 
afternoon as I was cranking it over and I 
heard the car sputtering like it wanted to 
run, but to no avail.  I asked Steve Hully 
and Jack Kurkowski up to my house one 
day to help unlocked the key why it 
wouldnõt run.  Success, Steve turned the 
distributor a few degrees at a time and it 
started to run better and better.  Enough 
so that I could give my Father -in-Law a 
ride around the neighborhood in 2015.  

I still drove my Midget, but it 
continued to have issues with running the 
way it should.  I let a couple of 
automotive shops, Spitzer  Automotive 
and World Class Car Care, work on the 
Midget but in the end I was not 

completely satisfied with their work.  
Connellõs MG was always too busy to work 
on a Midget, so I was out of luck there!?!  
The last time I tried to drive it, it left me 
stranded in Broad Ripple and it has been 
parked in my garage ever since.  Eureka 
while I was in my back building and I 
opened a cardboard box and found my 
original intake manifold and Zenith 
Stromberg carburetor.  I think I might try 
to rebuild the carburetor and put it back 
on the Midget.  It could be the Weber is 
the root of all evil when it comes to MGõs.  
I have not yet made up my mind yet on 
what I will do.  I will keep you postedé  - 
Tom Ford 

 
 

MEMBER PROFILE  - Dave & Carol Walter 
David and Carol Walter are one of our 
selectees for this monthõs newsletter.   
David & Carol open their cottage  every 
year around the 4 th of July for a fantastic 
gathering of Hoosier MG members.  If you 
have not been to one of the cookouts put 
it on your bucket list for next year.  David 
and Carol have been with the MGA club 
since 1994 and are also members of the 
MGB club.  David currently holds the 
office of Treasurer for the MGA Club and 
puts together the MGA Birthday  Party 
every year.  Another great event.    

 David is an Indiana Native and was 
born in Auburn,  while Carol was born in 
Chicago IL.  Their relationship came 
together when Caro lõs family moved to 
Auburn and they met for the first time at 

the First Methodist Church in Auburn.  
Although they attended different 
elementary schools they were in the same 
grade in Junior High School and graduated 
together in 1968 from DeKalb High 
School.  They have been married 31 years 
& together have two daughters, five 
grandchildren, and one great grandchild.  
Dave is working for the Indiana University 
Architectõs Office as Associate University 
Architect.  Carol is a retired computer 
programmer and enjoys her retirement 
status.    David was also an AmeriCorps 
VISTA Volunteer (Volunteers in Service to 
America) for two and one -half years.   
 One can never own too many MGõs, 
as some owners say.  Dave currently owns 
a 1958 Red/Black MGA, a 1968 Red MGC, 
a 1979 Pageant Blue MG Midget and a 
1980 Russet Green MGB. The MG Midget 
has the honor of being called òDottieó 
while the other MGõs remain nameless. 
His favorite MG is the 1958 MGA which he 
purchased from a fraternity brother in 
May of 1973.  His friend was in the Air 
Force, and was finishing up his college 
degree, and did not want to take the car 
to his next duty station.  He agreed to let 
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Dave have the MGA for $200.00 with a 
$50.00 down payment.  I would say Dave 
got a heck of a deal for the car and the 
fact that he finished paying off the car 
three years later.  When hi s fraternity 
brothers asked him why he bought the 
car, he said, òHe was getting his mid-life 
crisis out of the way at the age of 22ó.    
 Other than owning the above -
mentioned MGõs,  he found and purchased 
a rusted hulk of an MGA from a local junk 
yard.  His friend, Patrick Murry, then 
purchased the MGA from Dave and is 
currently restoring the car.  Daveõs 
interest in MGõs came about purely by 
chance.  MGõs were quite common in the 
1970õs and quite a few of his friends 
owned little British cars.  At the time, he 
did not pay too much attention to MGõs 
when along came the MGA, the 
predecessor to the MGB.  The rounded 
body style and design of this neat òbare 
bonesó car caught his eye and the fact 
that the ò$50.00 down and pay the rest 
when you get itó was pretty hard to pass 
up.  It just so happens that a lot of the 
friends they have, the places they have 
traveled and their experiences have been 
directly related to that car.   
 Dave states he still has some work 
on the MGA ahead of him.  The 
restoration of the body, frame and 
upholstery is completed.  After being 
stalled for a couple of years he now needs 
to finish the wiring harness, connect the 

dashboard instruments, work on the 
brakes and finish the engine 
compartment assembly.  Daveõs dream 
car if money was no object would be a 
Morgan Aero 8.  With all that money, he 
would also be able to afford having 
someone else taking the fender off for the 
scheduled oil changes.  If you have to 
dream, dream  big.       
 Travel in the MG Midget included 
trips to Morgantown, WV, St Paul, MN, 
Gatlinburg, TN and Roger & Sallyõs Fall 
Runs.  What he likes best about the MGõs, 
are comments from others of, òI had a MG 
or I had a friend who had an MGó and the 
strangers who made those comment now 
become friends.  Dave mentioned that 
their lives are much richer and more 
rewarding by being members of the 
Hoosier Aõs.  Since becoming members 
they have met many MG enthusiasts, 
participated in many MG club events, 
traveled t o Europe and made friends with 
British Car owners all over the  U.S. & 
other Countries.  Dave and Carolõs 
interest & hobbies are, European travel, 
boating, reading, architecture and 
working on their lake cottage.     
 Even though the MGA sits in the 
garage, Dave says he sees it every day, 
walks by and touches it and keeps 
thinking, one of these days, Iõll have it on 
the road.  Best of luck Dave.  We all hope 
to see you and Carol cruising by soon in 
your MGA.                   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
GOF Central Ĉ Akron, Ohio 

     Rain was often the topic of discussion 
at the Gathering of the Faithful  (GOF) 
Central  in Akron, Ohio this past July.  But, 
there wasnõt much we could do about it, 
so everyone Kept Calm, and Carried On.   
     This annual meet - the MG T-Type and 
Vintage MG equivalent of the NAMGAR 
GT-42 and the NAMGBR MG2017 meets - 
attracted a good collec tion of pre -1956 
MGõs, plus a strong showing of MGAõs 

(which were a featured model) and 
MGBõs.  (The roll up windows sounded 
good to those of us who drove T-Types for 
the 300+ miles from Indy in on -again, off -
again rain.)  23 Olde Octagon members 
made the trip, including:  Peterson, 
Wilson, Gallihugh, Wilker, Kubick, Fox, 
Zinn, Hunsucker, Snyder, Tarwater, 
Jansen, and Follendorf.  But the rain 
turned out to be less than advertised, so 



most everything went off without a hitch.  
     The only hiccup was for th e car show 
on Thursday ð with thunderstorms 
predicted the whole day.  So , the show 
was moved from a farm setting to a large 
empty warehouse.  The only issue was 
getting in.  There was no ground level 

entrance, only a steep narrow ramp with 
a curb on one side, and a brick wall on the 
other.  The was only about 3ó of 
clearance from the wall going up the 
ramp ð and one T-Type managed to 
reduce that to a negative numb er.  But 
contrary to the forecast, the rain ended 
as we were about to leave the hotel for 
the 12 mile trip to warehouse, and it 
didnõt come back.   
     The other òoutsideó events, including 
a ride on an Erie & Ohio Canal boat 

(pulled by a team of horses) and tours of 
the fabulous Stan Hewett House and 
Grounds, went down under sunny skies (if 
you timed  it right)  and seemed to be a 
major hit with every one.  There was large 
and well stocked hospitality room, a very 
good primary hotel, and a fine awards 
banquet dinner.  Despite leaking brake 
wheel cylinders on  Jack and Susanõs TD 
and on Bill and Trudyõs TD (requiring 
replacement during the car show), and a 
cracked radiator hose on Greg and 
Susanõs TF, all went well, and everyone 

made it back in one piece.   You can see 
an interesting 4 minute video of the car 
show, including the òRamp of Doomó,  at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvx
z2OB5-ng  ð Bill Gallihugh  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MEMBER PROFILE  - Roger & Sally Watkins 

  Soon it will be time again for Roger & 
Sally Watkinsõ Fall Run.  One can only 
guess what they have in store for the 
Hoosier MGõs this year.  Through their 
hard work and dedication, they have 
provided our club with many interesting 
sights and unique places t o visit.  For this 
reason, they have been chosen for this 
newsletters member profile. ð Ed.   
     Roger and Sally have been associated 
with the Hoosier MGõs since 1994. Tucker 
Madawick - who repair s MG's in thier area 
- is a Hoosier Aõs member, and got Roger 
and some others to join the club.  As a 
continuing MGA member, they have (until 
last year)  always driven our MGB - "Red 
Rider" - which to some has been referred 

to as only a "Driver".  They love that little 
car, and it has given Roger and Sally  
many good times and great memories.  
They just got the MG A on the road a fter 
owning òBOWSERó (their  first and only ôA) 
for 11 years, hidden away in their  garage.  
     Roger was born in Bloomington 
(Monroe Co.) and Sally was born in Ft. 
Wayne where she lived in Huntertown 
until her family moved their farming 
endeavors to Marshall Co. (Argos).  They 
met at IU in a Folklore class 1969.  They 
have been married for 47 years and have 
three sons, J.B., Chip , and Bo - and nine 
grandchildren to occupy their  time.  
Roger spent 2 years on active duty in the 
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U.S. Navy as a radioman, and finished his 
tour as a Navy Reservist.  
     Rogerõs first MG was a Robin egg blue 
1964 MGB that he  purchased near the 
Amphibious Navy Base in Little Creek, VA.  
Roger is now retired after 26 years with 
the Bloomington Police Department.  But 
still not officially retired , he now owns 
and operates his own sign making 
business.   

 When asked how he got interested 
in MGõs,  he said that while he was still in 
high school he got to drive a MGA - and 
the love affair began. He said he just 
loved the way MGõs felt and sounded 
while driving.  Whatõs not to like.  He also 

mentioned that òI do not work on my cars, 
I only do a daily check -list of vitals when 
preparing to drive the cars.ó  When 
asked, if money was no object ,  what car 
would you like to own, he said he would 
like to have his old 1964 Corvette back.       
 They related that on a coast to 
coast run several years back they broke 
down three times in Lawrence, Kansas. 
That was frustrating, but  there was an MG 
Angel nearby to help them along each 
time they broke down, including the final 
breakdown in Cody, Wyoming where a 
visitor from England - who had actually 
built MG's - helped them to get Red Rider 
going again. He was also asked about the 
Fall Runs they put together and how do  
they know all th ose places existed.  The 
answer; you must get out and explore and 
stop and ask the locals about any unique 
places to visit.  Roger and Sally e njoy 
local folklore, researching different 
places, and love history that involves 
people.  This is evidenced by the drives 
that we so much enjoy and look forward 
too.  Thank you, Roger & Sally.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Annual All-MG Picnic =ėHr_f`hĄpėC^oj

     Picture a beautiful afternoon with 
picnic baskets, lemonade, homemade ice 
cream and cherry pie.  All this 
accompanied with MG driving challenges 
for all skill levels.  The 
annual MG picnic could 
not have had a more 
perfect day.  As always, 
Ken and Kathy Kubick 
proved to be wonderful 
hosts. 
    This year. Kathyõs 
MG challenges were 
arranged into a 
cloverleaf.  Each leaf required a different 
skill ranging from hoola hoop toss, corn 
hole, horse shoe pitch and Yatzee. Yep, 
you heard it correctly ð Yatzee.  Large 

wooden blocks with dots, one thru six.   
We were allowed one toss at the start of 
the cloverleaf and the second upon 
completion of the full run.  Kathy where 

did you find all those road 
construction cones? 
     A bit of a twist to this 
yearõs awards was the co-
driver (who does most of the 
work) being presented with a 
larger and nicer prize.  
     Before the day was over, 
two motorcyclist dressed in 
full leathers stopped to 

admire the well maintained marques.  
They both were warmly welcomed by all 
of us and spent considerable time learning 
about our British cars.  We would not be 
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surprised to see them arrive at next yearõs 
picnic driving a little British car. After all, 

who cannot spend a day with MGõs and not 
want to own one.  - George Galyean 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Long Road to Solvang   

 
Any way you look at this , it is one 

long trip in an MG.  We should give them 
credit for doing this.  Starting off ,  they 
drove 610 miles before stopping  in 
Marysville, Kansas - which is home to the 
black squirrel, a pony express station, 
and the Wagon Wheel Restaurant - where 
they had an excellent meal.    

Traveling on the next day brought 
them to the largest ball of twine in 
Cawker City, Kansas, which just happens 
to be close to the geographic center of 
the U.S.A.  Next in their sights was 
Monitou Springs, Colorado where they 
spent the night and took the train up to 
Pikes Peak at 14,115 feet above sea level.  
From the height of Pikes Peak they 
observed the depths of Black Canyon at 
Gunnerson, Colorado.   

Next stop was at 4 corners, where 
one could travel to Arizona, Colorado, 
Utah and New Mexico in less than a 
minute. Stopping at Oatman, Arizona 
they watched the burrows (you know, 
almost donkeys) roam the city streets.   

On the road again, things started 
warming up, temperature -wise that is.  
From Needles to Barstow California the 
temperatures went from a balmy 115 
degrees to the mid 90õs.  Next into Los 
Angeles, where the highway is like a huge 
parking lot.  Traffic is terrible;  ònever 
drive thereó, Jack said.  The main point 
of interest was a visit to SpaceX in 
Hawthorne California.   All they could say 
was òWOWó.  Even though temperatures 
on the road reached 115 degrees at times, 
the effort was well worth it.  The plant 
was awesome and videos of SpaceXõs 
achievements, rockets  landing barges in 
the ocean, future trips to Mars , and, of 
course, the Tesla cars.   

I guess they should mention 
NAMGAR GT-42 wit h 128 registrants for 
the event;  been there, done that, got the 
T-shirt.  On the plus side, the cars never 
over-heated during speeds up to 90 mph 
but cruising at 80 mph in other places. If 
they had it to do over again , they would 
wish for bigger cars with air conditioning.  
The trip back  was uneventful but they did 
manage a stop in Amarillo, Texas to see 
the Cadillac Ranch.  No, not that one  - the 
one with the cars buried in the ground.  
Ten cars tilted at an angle and covered 
with spray paint an inch thick.  Spray cans 
littered the area making the area a real 
mess.  - Jack Kurkowski          

____________________________________________________________________________

 

    Steve Hully and Jack Kurkowski drove to Solvang, California for NAMGAR GT-42.  It seems 
Steve had this bucket list w ish to drive to the event in his  MG.  Needing a top -notch navigator , 
Steve asked Jack to assist him in the drive.  This is Jack õs story of the trip as edited by Tim 
Macsay.  Accompanying them on their adventure was fellow Hoosier MGõs member Bill Bailey 
and his grandson in his 1970 MGBGT.  Westward Ho, as they set off for  a round trip of 4,792  
miles. (Fred & Susie Ulery drove their MGA separately - after first stopping in Virginia! .) ð Ed. 
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EllpfboėJDpėElpqėāAfkkboė^kaė^ėJlsfbĂė?bclobėqebėI?O 

     The pre-event to the London to 
Brighten Run was dinner at one of three 
restaurants of your choosing and a movie 
at the Royal Theater in Danville.  From 
the chatter amongst the members it 
seems that Franks Place was the hot spot 
that night.  If you didnõt get there early 
enough, seating was at a premium.  Chris 
& I arrived an hour and ten minutes 
before th e movie and found a long waiting 
list with some people leaving to avoid the 
wait.  We joined those leaving and with 
two other couples we walked down to the 
Bee Hive restaurant for soup and 
sandwich.  The fare was good but not the 
full meal we were hoping f or.  Oh well, 
the Danville Square seemed to be hopping 
that night and even parking on the square 
was at a premium.   
 The movie theater was less 
crowded with fifty -three club members 
showing up for the movie.  Ahh, we could 
stretch out and enjoy the movie  with free 
popcorn, small drink and a candy bar 

provided by the British Car Union.  The 
reason for the ample seating, the MGB 
club rented the whole theater for the 
showing of òGenevieveó.  The story line 
centered around the real London to 
Brighten run in Merry old England with 
lots of antique vehicle shots.  The British 
made movie was from the 1950õs and was 
a comedy and love story combined.  From 
the laughter in the movie theater it seems 
the movie was well received.  Already 
thinking about next yearõs selection for 
the movie . - Tim Macsay 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
             TbėAfaėFq ėėTbėAfaėFq ėėL`b^kėQlėL`b^k ėėTbėAfaėFq ėė>D>FKą 

     In June, 2011 we drove from Indiana 
to Ocean City, MD, then across country to 
GT 36 in Reno, NV, and ultimately to San 
Francisco.  What a great adventure with 
Roger and Sally Watkins. 
     On June 5, 2017, we headed to 
Virginia Beach to meet up with five other 
MGAs and one Magnette to begin the trip 
to GT 42 in Solvang, CA.   

     June 8 was a chilly and dreary day in 
Virginia Beach, but our spirits were high 
to start this new adventure.  Fi rst stop, 
Mount Airy, NC, the òMayberryó where 
The Andy Griffith Show was filmed.  
     June 9:  We headed to Maryville, TN 
by way of the Tail of the Dragon (318 
curves in 11 miles).  WooHoo! 
     June 10:  On to Lynchburg, TN and a 
tour of the Jack Daniels  Distillery, which 
is in a dry county (?).  
     June 11 and 12:  Rolling miles through 
TN, AR, and OK ð starting to pick up bits 
of Old Route 66. 
     June 13:  Into Texas where we stopped 
at the Cadillac Ranch and had dinner at 
the Big Texan Restaurant where, if you 
can eat the whole meal in an hour, your 
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72 oz. steak and fixinõs are free.  None of 
our group even tried.  
     June 14:  Passed the mid-point of Old 
Route 66 and crossed the Rio Grande on 
the way to Gallup, NM.  
     June 15:  Drove through the  Petrified 
Forest and stood on the corner in Winslow 
Arizona (think Eagles). 
     June 16:  Drove around the rim of the 
Grand Canyon and stopped for pictures.  
Also replaced our fuel pump THREE times 
in one day!  
     June 17:  More Old Route 66 and across 
the Mohave Desert ð in 111 degree 
temperature.  Believe me, even 111 
degrees of òdryó heat is still HOT!  We 
also stopped in Oatman, AZ, a deserted 
mining town where we witnessed a 
(staged) bank robbery and shoot out in 
the street, and where donkeys rule t he 
streets and sidewalks.  

     June 18:  Found the Pacific Ocean at 
Santa Barbara, then up into the hills to 
Solvang.  Solvang is a quaint Dutch town 
that welcomed us warmly.  
     Over 7,000 miles.  Would we do it 
again?  You betcha! - Fred & Susie Ulrery 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE BIG 3 MG MEETS FOR 2018 ARE ANNOUNDED 
For those who werenõt aware, the 3 National/Region meets for 2018 have been set: 
NAMGAR GT-43 ð June 13-17 ð Richmond, Va ð 630 miles 
NAMGBR MG2017 ð June 17-22 ð Gettysburg, Pa ð 530 miles 
NEMGTR GOF Central ð June 27-30 ð Lake Geneva, WI ð 300 miles 
(If the Lake Geneva site looks familiar, the GOF Central was held at the same resort ð 
Lake Lawn ð in 2003, and the NAMGAR GT-35 was also there in 2010.) 
Links for further information on each may be found on our websiteõs Event Calendar. 
 

 

MOTOR OIL ð PART II 
     Time to continue my research into the 
uses and other dynamics of oil for our 
MGõs.  We have many uses for oil products 
in our MGõs so Iõm going to 
provide a little 
background information 
first.  Based on 3,000 
miles (the recommended 
time to change your oil ) 
and if your MG averaged 
25 mpg you would use 120 
gallons at an average cost 

of $2.50 a gallon your cost would be 
$300.00.  Letõs add in a fuel filter from 
Moss Motors at $10.90.  Now the oil, 5 
quarts of oil (Quaker State, Penzoil, 

Castrol) between $3.50-
$5.50 a quart it would 
cost between $17.50 to 
$27.50. Donõt forget the 
ZDDP for engines prior to 
1990 at $11.85.  Next is 
the filter from Moss 
Motors, a spin on Wix 
filter is $11.95 while a 
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canister filter is $11.75. While weõre at it 
lets change the oil  in the transmission, 2 
½ quarts $16.50, next the final drive or 
rear end, 80/90 weight, ¾ quart at $4.91 
a quart and you can use some of this in 
the steering rack if needed. If youõre 
going to fresh the wheel bearing grease 
thatõs $3.88 a can.  Total cost for that 
3,000-mile service; $393.91.  This is 
assuming that your starting from scratch.  
Some of those products will also take care 
of the carburetorõs, front suspension, 
propeller shaft, steering rack, locks, 
hinges, and cables.  Donõt forget a few 
drops in the distributor.  
 Now the big question.  Where does 
this oil come from?  America is one of the 
world's largest oil producers, and close to 
40 percent of U.S. oil needs are met at 
home. Most of the imports currently come 
from five countries: Canada, S audi 
Arabia, Mexico, Venezuela and Nigeria.  
In 2016, the United States imported 
approximately 10.1 million barrels per 
day (MMb/d) of petroleum from about 70 
countries. Petroleum includes crude oil, 
natural gas plant liquids, liquefied 
refinery gases, ref ined petroleum 
products such as gasoline and diesel fuel, 
and biofuels including ethanol and 
biodiesel.   
  In 2016, refineries in the United 
States produced an average of about 20 
gallons of motor gasoline and about 11 
gallons of ultra -low sulfur distilla te fuel 
oil (most of which is sold as diesel fuel 
and in several states as heating oil) from 
one 42-gallon barrel of crude oil. Many 
other petroleum products are also refined 
from crude oil. Refinery yields of 
individual products vary from month to 
month as refiners focus operations to 
meet demand for different products and 
as they work to maximize profits.  
  In popular opinion, theyõre all 
rolled into òcrude oil.ó But they have 
different compositions and they cannot 
be processed by the same refineries. 
Crude oil is considered "heavy" òlightó 

òsweetó & òsouró.  So, we are trying to 
export some of the light stuff, so to 
speak, while we are importing much 
heavier stuff to process in our refineries.  
Many of our refineries have been 
specialized to process much heavier 
crudes from Venezuela, from Mexico, so 
you canõt change them overnight. Thatõs 
why weõre importing oil and weõre 
exporting gasoline, lubricants, and other 
products and at the same time, weõre 
exporting condensate and light crude.   
   The United States is a net 
exporter of petroleum products, and it 
also exports some crude oil.  Petroleum 
products include gasoline, diesel fuel, 
heating oil, jet fuel, chemical feedstocks, 
asphalt, biofuels (ethanol and biodiesel), 
and other products. In 2016, total U .S. 
petroleum exports averaged about 5.2 
MMb/d, which made the United States a 
net exporter (exports minus imports) of 
petroleum. The total U.S. petroleum 
exports includes about 0.5 MMb/d of 
crude oil, 52% of which went to Canada 
with Mexico, Netherlands, Brazil and 
Japan making up the largest share of 
export petroleum products.  
 You have all heard of òOil Sandsó 
imported from Canada, so what is oil 
Sands.  Oil sands are found in various 
countries throughout the world, but in 
vast quantities in Alberta and Venezuela. 
Albertaõs oil sand reserves are estimated 
at 1.7 to 2.5 trillion barrels of oil trapped 
in the complex oil sand mixture, and this 
represents the largest single reserve of oil 
in the world. About 15% of this is 
currently recoverable, which amount s to 
about 75% of the petroleum reserves in 
North America. As of 2003, Canada now 
maintains the second largest proved oil 
reserve in the world (next to Saudi 
Arabia). USGS Steam assisted gravity 
drainage (SAGD) Oil sands (or òtar sandsó 
or òbituminous sandsó) refer to a mixture 
of sand, water, clay, and bitumen (which 
we have seen refers to the heaviest of 
hydrocarbon mixtures found in crude 



petroleum). The mixture is usually 
between 1% and 20% bitumen. 

The bitumen is a viscous semisolid. 
It is so viscous (and often solid in cold 
weather) that traditional oil extraction 
techniques will not work. Thus, the 
overburden is removed, and the tar sand 
extracted in a similar manner to the 
extraction of coal from a surface mine.  
Alternatively, the oil sand may be 
extracted with in -situ (Latin for òin 
placeó) methods using steam injection to 
change the properties of the bitumen.   

 There you have it.  There is much 
more to the process Iõm sure but I was 
trying to keep this topic as simple as 
possible.  The next time y ou reach for 
that quart of oil or other oil product think 
of what went through to get it into the 
store.  More on that later.   All this 
information comes from various sources 
on the net.  I have done my best to cross 
reference the information to make sure  it 
was factual as possible.       

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARTING SHOT     
 

COMMON TOOLS & THEIR USES:   

Mechanics Knife :  Used to open and slice through the contents of 

cardboard cartons delivered to your front door; works 

particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids 

in plastic containers, collector magazines, and rubber or plastic 

parts.  

Flying tool :   Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the 

shop while yelling òdammitó at the top of your lungs. It is also 

the next tool that you will need.  

Expletive :   A balm or salve, usually applied verbally in hindsight, 

which somehow eases those pains and indignities following our lack of foresight.  

The Magic Tool :   Any tool that suddenly disappears after you set it down and turn your 

head for a moment.  Twenty minutes later after searching the shop twice it suddenly 

appears where you left it.  That tool i s either magic 

or possessed and should never be handled again.           
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